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HOUSTON VISITING
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
NURSE SERVICE, INC.

What are we called upon to do?
February is jam-packed with special designations. Among the many worthy ones are Black History 
Month, the Chinese New Year, World Interfaith Harmony Week, recognition of the Battle of the 
Alamo (the 23rd), Abraham Lincoln’s birthday (the 12th), and Valentine’s Day (we all know what 
date that falls on!). 
 
Maybe you have plans for World Interfaith Harmony Week—which actually starts January 29th and 
goes into early March! Perhaps you’re planning to surprise someone on Random Acts of Kindness 
Day (the 17th). Or pondering how to honor World Thinking Day (the 22nd). These celebrations 
of humanity at its best are shoehorned between the spectacular performance called Super Bowl 
Sunday (the 6th) and the not-so-wonderful remembrances of World Cancer Day (the 4th) and Rare 
&KUGCUG�&C[�
VJG���VJ���1J��CPF�EQPƂTOGF�FQI�CPF�ECV�NQXGTU�YKNN�UWTGN[�YCPV�VQ�QDUGTXG�0CVKQPCN�
Love Your Pet Day (the 20th). 
 
But don’t feel guilty if you can’t keep up with the 
month’s myriad proclamations or espouse every 
laudable cause du jour. As a Christian Scientist, you 
can take solace in knowing that our God of peace and 
love recognizes each of us individually, encircles all of 
us universally, and causes us to embrace everyone in 
love, the way “our divine Exemplar” Christ Jesus did. 
5WEJ�NQXG�KU�PQV�ƂPKVGtEQPƂPGF�VQ�EGTVCKP�RGQRNG�QT�
VQ�URGEKƂGF�FC[UtDWV�KPƂPKVG��CNN�GPEQORCUUKPI��CPF�
expressed moment by moment for eternity! 
 
Stephen Gottschalk makes a similar point about the Discoverer of Christian Science in his book 
Rolling Away The Stone: Mary Baker Eddy’s Challenge to Materialism (p. 163):

 
p+P�JGT�TGNCVKQP�YKVJ�=CFQRVGF�UQP?�(QUVGT�'FF[��'FF[�YCU�HQTEGF�VQ�HWNƂNN�VJG�FGOCPFU�
involved in her words to Laura Sargent and Calvin Frye when, 



in early 1896, she told them that she was about to give them the whole of Christian Science 
KP�C�PWVUJGNN��n+U�)QF�.QXG!�+U�.QXG�KPƂPKVG!�;GU��%CP�[QW�IGV�QWVUKFG�VJG�HQECN�FKUVCPEG�QH�
KPƂPKV[!�+�NQXG��+�FQ�PQV�HQTOWNCVG�YJCV�+�NQXG�DWV�+�NQXG��+H�YG�RGTUQPCNK\G�QT�JCXG�CP�QDLGEV��
NQXG�DGEQOGU�ƂPKVG�KPUVGCF�QH�FKXKPG�CPF�KPƂPKVG��CPF�YG�NQUG�VJG�FKXKPG�TGƃGEVKQP��$WV�KH�
it is impersonal Love it opens up boundless resources whereby we can do good in every 
way.’”

 
The divine Love so perfectly understood, beautifully articulated, and consummately lived by 
/TU��'FF[�KU�VJG�JKIJ�UVCPFCTF�%JTKUVKCP�5EKGPVKUVU�CTG�ECNNGF�WRQP�VQ�GOWNCVG��9JGP�QWT�UGNƃGUU�
prayers embrace the world, as hers did daily, we see that God’s mighty-yet-tender love truly 
does dissolve hatred, misunderstanding, self-righteousness, fear, resistance to good, and every 
other foe to human progress. Just think—on World Thinking Day!—of the freedom found when 
we love inclusively and impersonally, as our Way-shower taught us to do and as our Leader 
GZGORNKƂGF�HQT�WU� 
 
The world seems to clamor for acknowledgment that all is not well. Indeed, the corporeal senses 
provide overwhelming evidence that current events and competing ideologies make our lives a 
constant battle against misery. Yet aren’t our human struggles silenced whenever we turn toward 
and listen to “a still small voice”? (See I Kings 19:12.) 
 
6JCV�IGPVNG�XQKEG�KU�VJG�p.QXG�TGƃGEVGF�KP�NQXGq�VJCV�QWT�Journal-listed visiting Christian Science 
nurse, Susie Petersen, brings to the sickroom. Like a bright sunbeam, her irresistible, impersonal 
NQXG�HQT�)QF�CPF�JGT�ENKGPVU�ƃQQFU�VJG�TQQOtEQPUEKQWUPGUUtCPF�RTQOQVGU�JGCNKPI��6JKU�KU�VJG�
high calling with which she goes about her Father’s business. Not just on Random Acts of Kindness 
Day, but 24/7/365. 
 
Susie welcomes calls from her brothers and sisters in need who are ready—even if they don’t 
realize it—to let go of all worries and doubts and fears, just as dark clouds and dense mist and 
freezing rain make way for the light and warmth of the sun!
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“Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee”
Christian Science Hymn 324
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Meet the HVCSNS Board
Dave Daniels, President – Ninth Church 
Sue Merrill, Vice President – Bellaire Church 
Salomon Ngalamulume, Treasurer – Seventh Church 
Linda Lindeman, Corresponding Secretary – Fourth Church 
Susan Clay, Recording Secretary – Seventh Church 
Lynne Clark – The Woodlands Church 
Grace Duffy – First Church, Durango, CO 
 
Members of Houston-area branch churches not currently represented on our board are  
welcome to join us.

Make a Donation
1WT�QHƂEG�KU�[QWT�JQOG�s�RTQXKFKPI�ECTG�KP�VJG�EQOHQTV�QH�[QWT�TGUKFGPEG� 
 
Thank you for your support.

Houston Visiting Christian Science Nurse Service, Inc. is recognized by the Internal Revenue 
Service as a 501 (c)(3) organization. All donations are tax-deductible.

1WT�UGTXKEG�KU�ITCVGHWN�HQT�VJG�ƂPCPEKCN�UWRRQTV�HTQO�CTGC�%JTKUVKCP�5EKGPEG�EJWTEJGU�CPF�
individuals. Their contributions help us pay for our contracted staff and operating expenses.

BANKING CONTRIBUTIONS: To set up recurring donations to be deducted electronically from 
your checking account, please call our service at (713) 304-8384 and leave your name and contact 
number. Our treasurer will return your call and will be happy to assist you or answer questions.

CONTRIBUTIONS BY MAIL: We welcome checks mailed to us at:
Houston Visiting Christian Science Nurse Service, Inc.
1834 Columbia Street, Houston, TX 77008-4348

Make a
Donation


